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Unique in its ability to house and support 
individuals facing complex challenges such as 
mental health issues, addiction struggles and 
cognitive disorders or physical disabilities,  
the Lighthouse complements rather than 
replicates the services of other community-
based organizations.

In order to preserve its role as the only housing 
facility in Saskatoon to encompass a wide range 
of distinct services, the Lighthouse is launching 
UP!, a $4-million campaign to expand and 
renovate existing space as well as significantly 
enhance current programming. 

These programs are life changing, and donor 
support will ensure the Lighthouse can continue 
to provide safe living accommodations and 
focused programming to help clients find the 
resources needed to live independently as 
vibrant members of our community.

MISSION
The Lighthouse exists to help people learn to 
live as independently as possible within their  
set of circumstances. 

This process begins with providing emergency 
shelter, supported living and affordable housing 
for anyone in need of a place to call home. 

The Lighthouse is committed to helping clients 
achieve an attainable level of independence 
through a network of staff and other support 
systems, as well as through a wide range of 
programs created and implemented to help 
fulfill each client’s  
personal goals.

UPLIFTING!
SINCE 1997, THE LIGHTHOUSE HAS OCCUPIED A DISTINCTIVE NICHE IN 
SASKATOON, OFFERING A WIDE RANGE OF SUPPORTED LIVING ACCOMMODATIONS 
AND SPECIALIZED PROGRAMMING TO HELP CLIENTS ACHIEVE INDEPENDENCE.



ASSERTIVENESS

FUNDRAISING

LOW BARRIER

TRANSITIONAL HOUSING

THE LIGHTHOUSE 
HAS ESTABLISHED ITSELF AS

   A UNIQUE AGENT  
OF EFFECTIVE,

POSITIVE CHANGE 
 IN SASKATOON

The Lighthouse assists 59 people in supported living, 
nine clients in the complex needs wing as well as individuals,  
couples and families in 58 suites rented below market value.

On average, 20 to 30 beds are used in the emergency shelters  
each night (over 10,000 beds used each year). A proposed 30-bed  
low-barrier shelter will serve to divert individuals from policing and 
hospital services to more appropriate resources.

More help is needed in all of these areas. Lighthouse shelters are 
regularly over capacity, and there is a waiting list for all of the  
supported living accommodations. Renovations, expansions and 
enhanced programming will enable the Lighthouse to better support the 
growing number of people in Saskatoon who have nowhere else to go.

QUICK FACTS
THE LIGHTHOUSE IS NOT JUST A SHELTER, BUT ALSO FORMS A HUB FOR 
INDIVIDUALS REQUIRING ADDITIONAL RESOURCES AND HELP TO STABILIZE  
AS WELL AS REORIENT THEIR LIVES IN A POSITIVE DIRECTION.



CAMPAIGN 
CO-CHAIRS
Heather Kehoe “The Lighthouse is the light at the end 
of the tunnel for many. It provides services many of us 
take for granted. I was honored to be asked to Co-chair 
this campaign.”

Lesley Courtney “Hope is exactly what the clients receive. 
I have high hopes for this campaign. We all need to help 
give a hand up to make Saskatoon a better city.”

All residents of the supported living accommodations and emergency shelters are also offered meals; 
in addition, they can access a nursing station, counsellors, support staff and specialized programming. 
A “Housing Plus” philosophy provides added support so clients can gain the skills needed to live 
independently. Clients in transitional housing learn how to manage a home, live with roommates and 
reintegrate into the community. All clients are offered help in locating a new place to call home when 
they are ready. 

Positive programs help some residents learn anger management strategies and how to take steps 
to overcome addiction. Other programs promote life skills and money management. All programs, 
including social events such as coffee houses and creative writing or art classes, enable clients to 
come together in a supportive and peaceful setting.

BUILDING UP
THE LIGHTHOUSE IS NOT MERELY A SAFE PLACE TO STAY, ALTHOUGH PROVIDING 
HOUSING IS A NECESSARY FIRST STEP IN HELPING VULNERABLE INDIVIDUALS.

REACHING OUT
SPECIALIZED PROGRAMMING AT THE LIGHTHOUSE IS UNIQUELY DESIGNED TO HELP 
CLIENTS ADDRESS A VARIETY OF COMPLEX CHALLENGES AND WORK TOWARDS A 
DEGREE OF SELF-SUSTAINABILITY IN AN ATMOSPHERE OF RESPECT AND DIGNITY.
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In response to a severe housing shortage in 
2007 and 2008, the Lighthouse opened two 
emergency shelters, one for men and one for 
women. These shelters have provided hundreds 
of clients with safe accommodations, meals and 
specialized programming.

In 2012, funding from the Province of 
Saskatchewan and City of Saskatoon enabled 
the Lighthouse to open a new residential 
tower. This 58-suite affordable housing facility 
offers apartments at below market value, 
making it possible for individuals unable to pay 

Saskatoon’s rising rents to benefit from learning 
the skills involved in managing their own 
space. The new tower also contains a kitchen, 
a classroom, a multipurpose room, public 
washrooms and a computer lounge.

In addition to the building of the new tower, nine 
rooms were refurbished in the original tower 
to accommodate a growing need to support 
individuals with complex needs who require  
a higher level of care.

PAST BUILDS
THE PAST DECADE HAS SEEN TREMENDOUS GROWTH IN SASKATOON.  
WHILE THERE ARE MANY BENEFITS TO A BOOMING ECONOMY, THERE  
ARE ALSO SIGNIFICANT CHALLENGES.



FUNDRAISING OBJECTIVES
Expand to accommodate growing numbers of homeless, high-
needs and hard-to-house clients in Saskatoon.

Renovate existing space into more shelter space, an atrium, a 
gymnasium, library, art and meeting rooms, classrooms, a new 
community kitchen and lounge and an additional room for staff 
and support services.

Enhance specialized programming to help clients reach their true 
potential as active and engaged members of the community. 

Moving forward, the lighthouse is dedicated to 
providing safe accommodations to individuals 
who have difficulty retaining shelter in other 
facilities. A new 30-bed low-barrier shelter 
area will help address the recurring overflow 
from the men’s shelter. In addition to providing 
a welcoming space that can accommodate, 
possessions and pets, the Lighthouse will 
attempt to build relationships with clients using 
the low-barrier shelter, offering them support 
in finding long-term stable housing, medical 
treatment and employment.

In order to truly help all Lighthouse residents 
grow, learn and flourish, the root causes of 
poverty and homelessness must be addressed. 
The Lighthouse begins this process by providing 
housing, a welcoming and safe environment, 
food services and the supportive programming 
that is so important in aiding individual recovery 
and rehabilitation. 

While the Lighthouse is dedicated to providing 
a living space for clients to call home, the need 
for dedicated and engaged support is ongoing.

FUTURE BLUEPRINTS

FUNDRAISING



To achieve the goal of enhancing supported 
living accommodations, which will provide 
opportunities for individuals facing complex 
and multifaceted challenges, the Lighthouse 
is embarking on a $4-million fundraising 
campaign. Money raised will be used for a range 
of initiatives including expanded and renovated 
physical space as well as enriched programming 
aimed at fostering independence for all clients.

The Lighthouse invites contributions to UP! 
to ensure all community members, including 
high-needs and hard-to-house individuals as 
well as clients with mental health and addictions 
challenges, are given a chance to start fresh in 
a healthy and respectful environment protected 
and enhanced by these new initiatives.

THE BUILD
THERE ARE NUMEROUS OPPORTUNITIES TO SPONSOR A VARIETY OF 
ACCOMMODATIONS AND SERVICES AT THE LIGHTHOUSE. FROM SUPPORTING 
SPECIFIC PROGRAMS TO SUBSIDIZING MEALS, DONORS CAN GAIN EXPOSURE 
WITHIN THE SASKATOON COMMUNITY AS INDIVIDUALS OR ORGANIZATIONS  
WHO CARE DEEPLY ABOUT SOME OF THE CITY’S MOST VULNERABLE CITIZENS.



 • 68 INDIVIDUAL ROOMS 
 • LOW-BARRIER SHELTER
 •  LEARNING SKILLS &  

SOUP KITCHEN
 • ATRIUM, LIBRARY
 • ART ROOM / CLASSROOM
 • GYM / WORKOUT SPACE

 • MEN’S SHELTER
 • WOMEN’S SHELTER
 • COMMUNITY GATHERING SPACE
 • MAIN-FLOOR CLASSROOM
 • NURSING STATION
 • EDUCATION & EMPLOYMENT CENTRE
 • OUTDOOR TERRACE

EXPANSION & RENOVATION



MURRAY
Developmental disability prevented Murray 
from obtaining employment. He lived in a small 
one-bedroom apartment and his only social 
interactions were at church, leaving him lonely 
and isolated. Family members worried about his 
safety and contacted the Lighthouse. Murray 
has now lived at the Lighthouse for over a 
decade, washing dishes on weekdays as well as 
walking in rain, snow or shine to various places 
around Saskatoon. Murray has befriended all of 
his neighbours with his gentle demeanour and 
ready smile. 

RENAE
Renae was placed in a variety of mental 
health group homes after attempting suicide 
in high school. Her anger at authority figures 
made it difficult for her to take direction, and 
her depression left her unable to hold down 
employment. Renae’s mental health worker 
recommended the Lighthouse, and she was one 
of the first clients to move into the complex 
needs wing, benefiting from a higher level 
of support for people with mental health 
and addictions challenges. Renae recently 
celebrated her first-year anniversary with the 
Lighthouse; while this may seem like a small 
victory to others, having a stable long-term 
home is a key component of mental health. 

STEPHANIE
Stephanie had a difficult childhood growing 
up in foster and group homes, all of which she 
ran away from to try to live independently. 
On her own in her early teens, she turned to 
prostitution and drugs. Her drug use culminated 
in an overdose in her twenties that resulted in 
an acquired brain injury. Since her accident, 
Stephanie has led a clean and sober life, but her 
injury has affected her mobility. She now lives in 
the Lighthouse’s supported living tower, which 
allows her a high level of independence while 
ensuring her daily needs are met.

STACY
Unable to find housing in Saskatoon, 17-year-
old Stacy desperately wanted to secure a 
home for her baby before she gave birth. Stacy 
moved into the Lighthouse’s affordable housing 
suites when she was eight-months pregnant; 
she now has a healthy, beautiful baby girl and 
has reconnected with her daughter’s father. 
Together they are learning parenting skills 
while acquiring jobs for the first time. Stacy’s 
goal is to move into a larger apartment while 
continuing to provide for her family. 

STORIES FROM OUR FRIENDS



IT ALL ADDS
YOUR SUPPORT ENSURES THE 
CONTINUED PROVISION OF SAFE 
LIVING ACCOMMODATIONS AND 
FOCUSED PROGRAMMING TO 

HELP CLIENTS
ACHIEVE 
INDEPENDENCE 



SASKATOON.CA

304 2ND AVE S, SASKATOON, SK  S7K 1L1
TEL: (306) 653-0538 / FAX: (306) 665-7770

HELLO@LIGHTHOUSESASKATOON.ORG


