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 Saskatoon Action Accord Achieves Significant Progress  
 

(Saskatoon, SK): The Saskatoon Action Accord is pleased to announce more positive results from the 

initiative adopted three years ago regarding the care of persons in detention due to intoxication. A 

statistical analysis for 2013 shows that, across virtually all measurements, significant progress was 

achieved in the course of the year. 

 

The Action Accord consists of Saskatoon Board of Police Commissioners, Saskatoon Tribal Council, 

Saskatoon Health Region, Saskatchewan Federation of Indian Nations and Saskatoon Police Service. 

 

In January 2013, approximately 80% of persons in detention due to intoxication were housed in 

Saskatoon Police Service cells with the other 20% at either the Brief Detoxification Unit (BDU) or the 

Lighthouse Emergency Shelter. By December 2013, just over 50% were in police service cells with the 

remainder split between the BDU and the Lighthouse.  

 

Police Commission Chair Mayor Don Atchison said, “This is the type of positive change we were hoping 

to achieve when we formed the Action Accord in the first place – to see people who are in detention 

solely due to intoxication being housed in more appropriate facilities where support and referral 

services are more readily available to help them start down the path to recovery.” 

 

Other significant results from 2013: 

• The demand for police service attention to the issue of public intoxication remains steady. This was 

measured by: 

o The number of assessments conducted by Primary Care Paramedics who have been 

providing assessments of persons in detention for intoxication since the launch of the pilot 

project in July 2011. 

o The total intake of persons at Police Service Cells, Brief Detoxification Unit and the 

Lighthouse Emergency Shelter. 

• People in detention for intoxication are increasingly being housed in the most appropriate facilities. 

o The number of persons admitted to the Lighthouse Emergency Shelter, from its launch in 

July 2013 until the end of the year, rose steadily. 

o The number of persons turned away from the Brief Detoxification Unit because space was 

not available dropped significantly during 2013 compared to prior years. 

o The number of intoxication arrests by the Saskatoon Police Service decreased in 2013. 

 

 

 

 



Saskatoon Police Chief Clive Weighill said, “The Saskatoon Police Service is very pleased to see this 

dramatic shift toward the increased use of appropriate facilities such as the BDU and the Lighthouse. 

The traditional use of police service cells was one of necessity, not one of choice. The addition of the 

Lighthouse Emergency Shelter in 2013 provided the capacity we needed to better enable us to provide 

emergency shelter to people with dignity and access to ‘next day’ services.” 

 

Vice Chief Simon Bird of the Federation of Saskatchewan Indian Nations, noted that, “The Action Accord 

with its five members working together on this issue, one that affects all communities in the province, 

has provided a model that could, and should, be replicated across Saskatchewan.” 

 

Crystal Laplante, Justice Director at Saskatoon Tribal Council, said, “We support the Action Accord as a 

short-term solution for vulnerable citizens as we continue to call for a long term strategy to address 

gaps in health and social services in Saskatoon.” 

 

Tracy Muggli, Director of Mental Health and Addictions Services for Saskatoon Health Region, stated, 

“After three years, we have more solid evidence that the Action Accord’s work is having a positive 

impact. As health care providers, we know the importance of providing the right service to the right 

people in the right place. We anticipate seeing these numbers continue to change as we continue this 

important work.” 
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Contacts:  Richard Brown, Office of the Mayor (306) 975-3202 

  Alyson Edwards, Saskatoon Police Service (306) 975-8209 

  Dawn Deguire, Saskatoon Tribal Council, (306) 956-6100 

  Linda Walker, Saskatoon Health Region, (306) 655-3476 

  Dwight Percy, Federation of Saskatchewan Indian Nations, (306) 956-6904 



Backgrounder: 
 

Since the creation of the Action Accord in 2010, the focus of the group has been on two overriding questions: 

1. Can we, as a community, provide enhanced care for those who end up in detention due to intoxication and do 

so in a better environment than police service cells? 

2. Can we, as a community, improve access for those who end up in detention due to intoxication to the facilities 

that are designed specifically to provide the needed referral and support services? 

 

The Action Accord consists of: 

• Saskatoon Board of Police Commissioners 

• Saskatoon Tribal Council 

• Saskatoon Health Region 

• Saskatchewan Federation of Indian Nations 

• Saskatoon Police Service 

 

Action Accord initiatives take place through the cooperation of  a dozen or more other Saskatoon organizations, all 

dedicated to assisting those with addictions and related issues to access  referral and support resources that will 

help them to move down the path to recovery. 

 

In order to assess the impact and effectiveness of the Action Accord initiatives, a set of metrics was reviewed for 

the full year 2013. The trend lines for the year were analyzed and, wherever possible, compared to prior years. 

 

The results of that statistical analysis which cover the 12 months of 2013, the first year for which this data is 

available, indicate significant and consistent progress in addressing the two key questions above. 

 

1. The demand for police service attention to the issue of public intoxication remains steady. 
On July 1, 2011, a pilot project funded by the Saskatoon Health Region, was launched providing enhanced levels of 

care to persons in police custody for reasons of intoxication. Primary Care Paramedic (PCP) assessment services 

began on a 12-hour per day / 7 days per week basis in Saskatoon Police Service cells. The program was designed to 

significantly enhance the capacity to monitor the condition of these persons and to ensure immediate availability 

of medical care when required. Using the number of PCP assessments as an indicator of activity levels, it is clear 

that the need for this service remains very high. 

 

a) Over the course of three years, from the July launch to December of 2011, and then for the full years of 2012 

and 2013, the number of assessments per month performed by PCP’s was as follows: 
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b) During 2013, the number of assessments shows minor fluctuations outside of a slight decline from September 

to December that occurred in all three years above. 
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c) The total intake to all three venues: Saskatoon Police Service cells, the Brief Detoxification Unit and the 

Lighthouse also remained constant when examined together over the course of 2013 with a minor decline late 

in the year. 
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2. More people who come into detention for intoxication are now sheltered in the most 

appropriate facilities. 

a) Since the opening of the Lighthouse Shelter in July 2013, it has proven to be a valuable addition as a facility to 

which referral and support services are provided to all persons who utilize any of the 20 available beds.  
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b) A common challenge over the years with regard to referrals by Saskatoon Police Service to the Brief 

Detoxification Unit has been having to turn people away from BDU because it is so often at capacity, many 

times early in the day. This continued in varying degrees until the launch of the Lighthouse Emergency 

Stabilization Centre in July 2013 when the “turned away referrals” at BDU hit its lowest point in four years. 
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c) The improvement during 2013 is seen below with the opening of the Lighthouse Emergency Stabilization 

Centre. 
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Average for 2013 = 16 

 

d) Consequently, the number of referrals from the Saskatoon Police Service of people who could be housed at 

BDU also continued to improve.  
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e) Concurrently, one of the outcomes of Saskatoon Police Service is the number of actual arrests for intoxication 

has been decreasing throughout 2013. The trend line is showing a significant decline with the last Quarter of 

2013 being well under the annual average. 
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f) People are increasingly being housed in the most appropriate facilities. One of the objectives set out by the 

Action Accord three years ago was a capacity expansion of “appropriate facilities”.   The target was to have 

fewer intoxicated people housed in Police Service cells and more in facilities which have the greatest access to 

referral and support services. The graph below demonstrates the progress that has occurred in 2013. 

 

Average Percentage Housed at Saskatoon Police Service for 2013 = 66% 

Average Percentage Housed at BDU or Lighthouse for 2013 = 34% 

 

 


